
Osney, St Thomas & New Botley Allotments Association 
Minutes of Committee meeting 27 April 2016 
 
Attending:  Anne (Chair), Nick (minutes), Sid, Sally, Nia, Sue, Phil, Elizabeth, Gus, Verity 
Apologies:  Jude, Steve, Pierre 

 
1. Election/confirmation of committee roles 
• Anne stepped down as Chair to allow for the election of officers – these were voted together and 

the officers for 2016-17 are as follows: 
→ Nick Jackson – Association Secretary (elected at AGM) 
→ Sid Siddle – Association Treasurer (elected at AGM) 
→ Anne James – Committee Chair 
→ Sue Spencer-Longhurst – Field Secretary (Twenty Pound Meadow) 
→ Nia Short – Field Secretary (Botley Meadow) 
→ Jude Carroll – Committee Secretary 
→ Sally Roberts – Shop Manager 
→ Elizabeth Newberry – Events  

 
2. Minutes from the meeting of 9 March 
• Agreed as correct. 
 
3. Matters arising from the meeting of 9 March: 
• Update on Waitrose grant application (Verity): We haven’t heard anything yet but it could take until 

June before we know the result.  If unsuccessful we can resubmit application to the next round 
• Site map update (Sid & Sue S-L): Sid has passed on the most recent version of the £20 membership 

list.  Still a major problem on £20 Meadow with un-numbered plots. Possibility of addressing this 
again in September when people are paying rent. 

• Work party clearance plots 83/84 on £20 (Nick): a good event recently but some of the shed is still 
standing and another work party will be necessary.  It was suggested that more/other work parties 
should be organised and that the Committee should consider adopting the approach of some other 
Associations where work parties are a regular duty. 

• Schedule a discussion of ‘lessons learned’ from Rent Collection 2015 (Nick): to be an agenda item 
for full discussion for next meeting.   
Action: Phil and Nick to think of how we could make up ‘rough & ready’ signs ready for September  
Action: Anne and Nick to discuss lessons learned from Rent collection 2015 and prepare for 
discussion at next meeting 

 
4. Matters arising from the AGM of 4 April: 
• Revision of Association Rules: a number of points were raised from the members – there are 

probably a number of rules that need to be slightly amended. 
• Honoraria: suggestion at the AGM that we make the committee positions voluntary.  Would still 

leave us the ability to make ex-gratia payments if necessary.  All agreed. 
Action:  Nick and Phil to look at rules and bring supposed changes back to next meeting. 

 
5. Feedback from the Allotment Federation AGM (Nick): 
• Nick has been elected to the Fed Committee – they are still short of committee members. 
• Feedback from the Fed meeting.  There may be limited funding for allotments in the Council 

budget, due to extreme pressures on finances and ongoing site remediation on one site. 
Associations need to take this into account when planning. 



• Council-provided Allotment signs – the design for these has been improved.  These will show the 
allotment website info for contact purposes.  We would get a discount on the first sign.  We would 
need three signs – one for Botley Meadow and one for each gate on £20. 

• It was agreed that we may need to have an additional sign on the gates advising people to call in to 
the shop for enquiries about plots etc. 
Action:  Nick will look to get three signs for the Association. 

 
6.  AOB: 
• We politely declined Creation Theatre’s request to use £20 for one of their productions due to 

problems with similar events in the past. 
• Events: ideas for fundraising (seed or plant swaps) and for master classes. Lots of interest in both of 

these. Possibilities to organise the latter in collaboration with other Oxford allotment associations. 
• £20 Meadow barbeque date – set for the last bank holiday in August (Monday 29th). It would be 

good to encourage people to go to both barbeques as £20 and Botley Meadow.  We can discuss 
ways to do this at the next meeting.  It was suggested that we organise some family activities such 
as ‘bug rugs’ etc. 

• Bonfires: Eric and Dave have taken over the corner plot and have been having regular bonfires 
which have drifted across Botley Road. The Committee agreed that the best approach would be to 
identify a designated bonfire area away from the houses and Botley Road – ideally at the turning 
space up near Tumbling Bay.   

• Also an additional problem that Sue wasn’t consulted about the takeover of the corner plot (which 
covers the starter plots). Agreed that in future the shop should only accept rent money if the ‘new 
rental’ has been authorised by one of the field secretaries (Nia or Sue) – and to email the 
appropriate Field Secretary to let them know.  

• The Committee decided that due to poor take-up of the starter plots we will wait until there are 
more names on the waiting list and if necessary use another plot for starter plots – aware that it 
does introduce another level of complexity into the waiting list procedure. Sid will make sure that 
Eric talks to Sue about how plots are meant to be rented out. 

• Membership records on £20: suggestion that we could split the duties (or the site) between Sue 
and Gus.  Not enough time to discuss but to go on agenda for next time. 

 
Action:  Nick to discuss the idea of master classes at the next Fed meeting. 
Action:  Nick to make a notice for the shop regarding the proper rental payment procedure 
Action:  Shop volunteers to ensure that once rental payment has been accepted, they email details 
to Nia or Sue respectively to make sure they are aware. 
Action:  Sid will make sure that Eric talks to Sue about how plots are meant to be rented out. 
Action:  All – whoever sees Eric or Dave first, please let them know that the issue of bonfires was 
raised again at Committee and that they must comply with the guidelines.   
Action:  Sue to ask Eric and Dave to consider the idea of a designated bonfire space and see if they 
would be willing to organise/maintain it, burning only under the proper conditions. 
Action:  Nick will do a Doodle poll for the next meeting date in June/July.  Nick and Jude to agree 
dates for committee meetings for the rest of 2016/7.  

 
 


