
Osney, St Thomas & New Botley Allotments Association 
Minutes of Committee meeting 31 July 2016 
 
Present:  Elizabeth, Sue, Verity, Jude (minutes), Gus, Eric, Nick (Chair), Pierre, Phil, Felicity, Sid 
Apologies:  Nia, Sally, Anne 
 
1.  Minutes of the meeting held 15 June 2016.   
 These were agreed as accurate. 
 
2.  Matters arising: 

• Site signs:  3 have been ordered, including one per site at no cost.  Action: Nick will collect them 
and work with Sid to attach signs to the gates at both sites. 

• Dates for meetings 2016 / 17:  in progress.  
• New arrangements for allocating plots on £20 Meadow:  Gus has created new plot holder lists – he 

suggests a new entry of ‘money paid in by xxx’ to identify people taking over others’ plots.  There is 
no waiting list but a large number of plots are unassigned and of those assigned, a worrying 
number are uncultivated.  Suggestion:  an agenda item at the next meeting on ways to generate 
more interest – Action:  ideas to Nick in the meantime.  Are there other ways to use the land?  The 
WOCA newsletter?    The shop is less busy, too, but turnover was “good” last year.  Suggestion:  a 
discussion of shop-related issues (stock, publicity, asking members what they want, what sells well 
etc.)  Note:  BM has no waiting list. 

• Letters to those with multiple plots:  The issue is that one plot holder apparently has 3 plus the use 
of 3 other.  It was decided to check on the situation and to see what happens at rent renewal.  
Action:  Nick will write to the plot holder of those plots are apparently being used by another plot 
holder, reminding her of the procedures for handover of currently-held plots.  Suggestion:  When 
rent cards are redesigned, it might be an idea to add this reminder about plot handovers. Action:  
handover instructions will be translated into Cantonese and made available on notice boards.  300 
new rent books on order. 

• Reinstatement of paths on £20 Meadow:  Gus and Jude have spoken to some plot holders along the 
row of plots to the left of the main gate, asking that the message be passed on.  Plans are to put 
pegs and string where paths need to be realigned and/or reinstated after disappearance.   

• Meeting with the Environment Agency re the Western Conveyance:  Nick attended.  EA have 
redesigned the bund at the back of Botley Road.  It will probably require the use of a ramp to gain 
access. 

• Work Party for final clearance of plots 83, 84 in £20 Meadow:  notices are out via email and gate 
signs.  (Note:  this happened, was postponed from Saturday to Sunday due to rain and only one 
person came.  It was cancelled.) 

 
3.  Preparation for rent renewal:   

Plot inspections will be done by Sue and Gus (£20 Meadow) and by Nia and Nick (BM).  The rent table 
staffing will be organised by Sue and Elizabeth; Verity will attend to deal with signs and numbering – 
Nick and Phil to help.  Get lots of 50p pieces for change. 
   

4.  Bonfires: 
A ban is in place for all plots.  Many people claim not to know of new arrangements, despite notices.  A 
designated fire site has been marked out.  Requirements for attention to wind and time of day remain:   
• wind must be to the north or west,  
• material must be dry,  
• material taken to the site at the time of burning,  
• fires to be observed and supervised.   



Suggestion:  at rent renewal, a site map with arrows as handout with fire site indicated.  Eric to mark 
out the fire site.  A wind flag might be useful.  Action:  Nick will write to one plot holder who continues 
to light fires and who recently recut the hedge (against advice).  Action:  Nick to ensure rules are re-
written at the next AGM making these changes official.  No need for an EGM now. 

 
5.  AOB:   

• A blue Audi, YC05 ZCN has been parked outside the shop, apparently for convenience, from mid 
July.  Action:  Sue will put a note on stating the owner must remove it. 

• Japanese knotweed on £20 Meadow:  Action:  Sid to talk to WOCA. 
• Mowing and maintenance:  Eric and Dave mow the roadsides about twice a month.   
• What to do with plots 83 and 4 after they are cleared?  The suggestion of a polytunnel needs a 

specific fund – it could be used for master classes and by plot holders’ seedlings. Suggestion:  
fund raising ideas at the next meeting, including investigating match funding.  We need some 
investigation on costs and sizes.  Perhaps an ad on Freecycle would yield something?  


