
Osney, St Thomas & New Botley Allotments Association 
Minutes of Committee meeting 11 June 2017 
 
Attending:  Sue, Verity, Nick (Chair), Phil, Pierre, Jude (minutes), Sid, Cathy, Felicity 
Apologies:  Sally, Gus, Verity, Anne, Pol, Roger, Nia. 
 
Actions:  
 

1 Meetings: ask WOCA about rooms, best days, and when they can be booked JC 
2 Woodchips: remind Glenn to ask for a delivery to £20 Meadow NJ 
3 Website: provide one contact address for the Secretary  PR, NJ 
4 H&S: email all tenants about inspections and to alert them to consequences of 

continued non-cultivation 
NJ 

5 TPM map: print and laminate a recent Excel map with numbers and first 
names so people can contact their plot neighbours 

NJ, SSL 

6 Website: consider how to host version of map on website, in line with data 
protection requirements and using a UK server 

PR, NJ 

7 TPM: identify someone who could organize, service and advise on machines 
before acquiring any more tools. 

TPM sub-
group 

8 TPM: address problem of water troughs that leak.  SS, GF 
9 Bonfires: send an email to TPM reminding them not to leave rubbish and/or 

unburnable items at bonfire site.  
NJ 

10 Bonfires: email NJ about any rubbish being left at the bonfire site All 
11 TPM: notify OCC about Japanese knotweed on TPM. NJ 
12 Grants: send NJ ideas for activities and projects needing funding.   All 
13 Grants: discuss suggestions and activities and to draft an application to OCC.   NJ, JC 
14 Grants: contact Susanna Pressel about previously allocated funds for BM. PS 
15 TPM: damage to gate - inspect and suggest a repair.   PS 
16 TPM: inspect toilet door that needs fixing.   PS 
 
 
1. Minutes for 7 May 2017   

• Correction:  the application forms for OCC grants are available at the end of May, not due at the 
end of May.  The grants should be submitted in August.  Otherwise, the minutes were agreed as 
accurate. 

 
 Matters arising 

• Dates as proposed were fixed for the summer.  After September, dates for meetings will depend on 
WOCA room availability.  Some Wednesdays will swap for Tuesdays as Wednesdays were the most 
problematic.  Action:  Jude to ask WOCA about rooms, best days, and when they can be booked. 

 
• Changes in Membership / tenancy:  Gus and Sue continue to exchange information. There is an 

Excel spreadsheet map (not to scale) for both sites – they are being updated regularly but a recent 
copy will be displayed on both sites. 

 
• Woodchips:  To be delivered in the next few weeks to BM and Glenn will also ask for a delivery to 

£20Meadow.  Action:  Nick to remind Glenn. 
  
• Coffee events at TPM:  the June event was successful.  Volunteers are needed for July.   

 



• Website link repair:  It was thought that one contact address for the Secretary was preferable – 
Nick could then route people to either site, ensuring people know that BM exists.   Action:  Pierre to 
liaise with Nick. 

  
• Health and Safety audit:  This will be planned to coincide with plot inspections before rental days.  

Action:  Nick to email all tenants about the inspections and to alert them to the consequences of 
continued non-cultivation. 

 
• Door repair for the shop:  Done.  The Payback team will be asked to repaint it. 

 
2. Management of £20 Meadow site: 

Action:  Nick to redo the Excel spreadsheet map, adding numbers, and send it to Sue for laminating and 
posting in the shop.  Action:  Pierre and Nick to consider how to host a version of the map on the 
website, in line with data protection requirements and using a UK server.  
 
The offer of a used rotovators was declined and the £20 Meadow subcommittee was asked to identify 
someone who could organize, service and advise on machines before acquiring any more tools.  A 
discussion about whether or not tools should be loaned out was unresolved.  Action:  TPM 
subcommittee.  
 
Water troughs continue to leak.  Action: Sid to talk to Gus.  Sue to tell Nick where the troughs are for 
the map.  A new trough is required where there is a large gap and BM has a spare trough that will 
become available in the autumn and that can be connected.  Sue will inform Beverly Lear of the plans.   
 
The bonfire site continues to attract rubbish, green waste and some fly tipped waste. Burnable waste is 
left rather than being burned.  Action:  Nick to send an email to TPM reminding them not to do these 
things. Action:  all to email Nick about any rubbish being left at the bonfire site. 
 
The Japanese knotweed has not yet been notified to the City Council.  Action:  Nick.  
 
Complaints about people using strong smelling fertilizers, specifically urine, continue but the committee 
noted that this was not against the rules and that no easy resolution was available.   

 
3. Grant applications  

The OCC forms are now available and due in at the end of August.  Suggestions for what activities to 
include were discussed.  Action:  All to send Nick ideas for activities and projects needing funding.  They 
must be ones where photographs of ‘before and after’ can be made to show the money was used as 
requested.  Action:  Jude and Nick to discuss suggestions and activities and to draft an application.  One 
grant application to OCF is pending and one, for road repair, has been used. Action:  Phil to contact 
Susanna about previously allocated funds for BM.  

 
4. Water management on BM 

Foundations for the barrel are in place and it will soon be sited and plumbed in.  The system is due to be 
‘on stream’ by the summer.  

 
5. AOB:   

The main gate at £20 Meadow has been damaged.  Action:  Phil to inspect and suggest a repair.  The 
toilet door needs fixing.  Action:  Phil to inspect.  The BM barbeque is on 24 June and all are welcome.  

 
Next meeting:  16 July (Sunday) at 12:00 in the shop. 
 
 


