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Osney, St Thomas & New Botley Allotments Association 
Minutes of Committee meeting 7 May 2017 
 
Attending:  Nia, Sally, Pol, Nick (Chair), Jude (Minutes), Gus, Sue, Verity, Cathy, Sid, Roger, Phil 
Apologies:  Anne, Pierre, Steve 
 
Actions:  
 

1 Meetings: propose dates for meetings for the coming 12 months JC, NJ 
2 Coffee morning: bigger sign is needed  SR 
3 TPM: send membership updates to SSL GF 
4 TPM: arrange wood chips delivery for restoration of plots 85 and 86 NJ, JC 
5 Grants: add replacement trough to ‘the list’ with other items when funding is 

sought for water harvesting at £20 Meadow.  
NJ 

6 TPM: ask Eric not to leave items (his own or others’) on bonfire site for later 
burning. 

SSL 

7 BM Polytunnel: seek funding for polythene cover.  PS 
8 Website: investigate shared, secure space to post and edit documents, 

ensuring good version control.   
PR 

9 Website: investigate non-working link for Field Secretary.   PR 
10 Water project: contact plot holder near the proposed BM tank to ensure they 

are aware of developments.   
NS 

11 Water project: look for a site for a tank on £20 Meadow GF, JC 
12 TPM: identify problem water troughs and inform PS and NJ GF 
13 H&S: find a date for an inspections.  NJ, SSL, RJ 
14 H&S: generate Health and Safety forms.   NJ 
15 TPM: make request for net to be installed to prevent balls coming over from 

the playing fields at the next ‘Fed’ meeting.   
NJ 

16 TPM: notify the Council regarding Japanese knotweed in the top field NJ 
17 Develop OCC grant applications for £20 Meadow by the end of May.   NJ, GF, JC 
18 AOB:  Look at mending the shop door  PS, NJ 

 
 
1. Introductions, welcome to new members, appointing roles.   

Election of roles:  Anne re-appointed as Chair, Jude as Committee Secretary), Nia as Field Secretary- 
Botley Meadow and Sue and Gus as Field Secretaries – £20 Meadow.  All were unopposed. 

 
2. Minutes and matters arising from 23 February 2017:  No corrections.  Minutes agreed as accurate.    

The AGM minutes will be circulated shortly after the meeting.  It was agreed that dates for meetings 
would be proposed for the coming 12 months.  Action:  Nick and Jude. 

 
3. Progress on the management of £20 Meadow. 

The first coffee morning happened at the end of April – it went well, perhaps due to the excellent cake.  
Young members and families came.  A bigger sign is needed Action:  Sally.  Cathy and Jude offered to 
run the next one at the end of May.   

 
There are 4 half-plots available for rent on £20 Meadow.  Many of the numbered areas are not rentable 
for a variety of reasons and this needs to be conveyed to the Council when they are setting rents.  
Letters have been sent to plot holders where noncultivation is an issue and this prompted several to 
give up.  Action:  Gus to send Sue updates on changes.  
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Use of Community ‘Payback’ services continues on both sites and is making a significant difference to 
rental uptakes.  Future activities are emerging, week on week, and this looks set to continue for a while 
– perhaps several months.  New machinery (rotovators and strimmers) would greatly enhance their 
ability to clear communal areas.  An attempt to get wood chips delivered for the restoration of plots 85 
and 86 has stalled.  Action:  Glenn to be contacted about getting a Council delivery. 

 
There is a big gap in the provision of water troughs on £20 – it’s twice the distance to walk in some 
places.  As a new trough would need to be plumbed in, it is probably an activity requiring additional 
grant funding.  This needs to go on ‘the list’ with other items when funding is sought for water 
harvesting at £20 Meadow.  Action:  Nick to add to grant application. An alternative is to bundle the 
trough application into a larger grant to restore/ upgrade some of the roads.   

 
A request at the AGM for a cart to help people take items to the bonfire site was declined.  Action:  Sue 
to ask Eric not to leave items (his own or others’) on the bonfire site for later burning.  

 
4. Update on the management of Botley Meadow. 

2 plots are currently out of commission to allow a floodwall to be built as part of the Western 
Conveyance flood alleviation scheme.  This decision needs to be included in any bid for rent reduction. 
The Flood alleviation scheme will involve installing a gate rather than a ramp at the entrance to BM, to 
be closed should flooding be imminent, after time to let animals move westward.  

 
A polytunnel frame has been donated and efforts are underway to find a cover for use as a temporary 
greenhouse.  There will be about £100 to cover costs.  Action:  Phil to seek funding. A small charge can 
be made for those using this communal asset.   

 
5. Website updates and improvements 

Pierre is progressing well with changes to the website.  We need a shared, secure space to post and edit 
documents, ensuring good version control.  Action:  Pierre to investigate.  The link for Field Secretary is 
not working Action:  Pierre.   

 
6. Water supply replacement project 

The pilot for harvesting water from the river has made some progress.  A small grant from the Council to 
upgrade roadways also funded work on the tank foundations, supported by Community ‘payback’ 
labour.  By midsummer, the tank should be sited and filled using one resident’s petrol-driven pump.  
Funding for this pilot phase came from £250 in grant money from the Council and £250 on loan from 
Susanna, to be repaid from water bill reductions.  Action:  Nia to contact plot holder near the proposed 
tank to ensure he is aware of developments.  The longer-term aim is to acquire a solar-powered pump.  
Action:  Gus and Jude to look for a site for a tank on £20 Meadow.   

 
On £20, troughs are leaking and need leveling and some valve replacement.  Action:  Gus to identify the 
problem sites and inform Phil and Nick.   

 
7. Health and Safety audit 

This will happen alongside plot inspections in the summer.  Action:  Nick and £20 Field Secretaries to 
find a date for an inspection. Action:  Nick to generate Hand S forms.  On £20 Meadow, plots 85 and 86 
(a legacy issue) need attention – specifically, the former well, now a rubble pile with many hazardous 
materials needs to be fenced off.  Action:  ???  
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On £20 Meadow, a net needs to be installed to prevent balls coming over from the playing fields.  
Action:  Nick to make this request at the next ‘Fed’ meeting.  Japanese knotweed remains in the top 
field at £20.  Action:  Nick to notify the Council.   

 
8. Finance matters:  an update 

Money has been forthcoming from the City Council - £250 to upgrade roads on BM.  Phil has applied for 
a grant from Oxford Community Fund and should hear by the end of May.  Grant applications for £20 
Meadow can be made but must be in by the end of May.  Action:  Nick, Jude and Gus to communicate 
by email and looking at the aerial map.     

 
AOB:  The shop door needs mending or replacing.  Action:  Nick and Phil will ‘get it sorted’.   

 
Date of next meeting:  11 June 2017 at 12:00 in the shop. 
 
 


