
Join Oxford Plan Bee!                                       
Anyone who has a solitary bee nest box is very welcome to join Oxford Plan Bee!  

All you have to do is, once per month, from April until September, please take three photos: (1) a close-up photo of 

the front of the nest box, (2) a photo of the area surrounding the nest box, and (3) turn around and take a photo of 

what the nest box is facing. 

 

Please upload the photos on our website: https://oxfordplanbee.web.ox.ac.uk/send-us-images. If you have any 

difficulties with the website you can also email the photos to oxfordplanbee@gmail.com. 

 

It’s important to find a suitable location for your nest box.  Nest boxes should be placed where they are sheltered 

from the worst of the weather, with entrance holes facing east or southeast so they get the morning sun. Nests can 

be any height from the ground, but it makes sense to put them at a height where you can observe activity in the nest 

(3-6 feet from the ground). The tubes in the nest should be horizontal once the nest is mounted, and the nest should 

be mounted firmly so it doesn’t shake in the wind. 

You might also want to think about pollinator friendly planting and gardening, and to minimise pesticide usage 

(particularly near the boxes). Suggestions for plants that provide pollen and nectar for pollinators can be found 

here: https://www.rhs.org.uk/science/conservation-biodiversity/wildlife/plants-for-pollinators, and suggestions for 

‘wildlife friendly gardening’ can be found here: https://www.buglife.org.uk/activities-for-you/wildlife-gardening. 

 
 

Some of the bee species you’re most likely to see are: 

Red mason bees (Osmia bicornis) use mud to ‘cap’ 

(seal) their nests, blue mason bees (Osmia 

caerulescens) use leaf mastic (chewed leaves) to cap 

their nests, and leafcutters (Megachile species) use 

intact pieces of leaves to cap their nests. You may also 

see wasps (largely parasites of the bees) 

There's a useful guide to taking pictures of bees here: 

https://www.bumblebeewatch.org/photo-tips/ .  

 

The Oxford Plan Bee nest 

boxes in Wytham Woods 

are made from 10cm 

diameter drain pipe, cut in 

20cm long sections and 

filled with bamboo tubes 

which we bought online. 

Triangular Oxford Plan 

Bee nest boxes can also be 

bought from Wytham 

Woods if you don’t fancy 

making your own. 
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